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MODERN METHODS OF TREATING PULMONARY TU- 
BERCULOSIS. 


Our’s was the first Journal in America to direct attention to De- 
bove’s method of super-alimentation in phthisis, and since then we 
have more than once recommended dry inhalations in chronic pul- 
monary diseases. Dr. Wm. Pepper of the University of Pennsyl- 
vania originated a third addition in the shape of intro-pulmonary 
injections of various germicides through the chest-wall. The essen- 
tially modern method of treatment then, includes these three— 
super-alimentation, continuous dry inhalation, and intra-pulmonary 
injections. They do not exclude the hypophosphite treatment 
however, and if in addition the hypophospites be prescribed accor- 
ding to indication given in my article on the subject in July number 
of this Journal (84) many patients may yet be saved. 

The essentials in super-alimentation (gavage) are a tolerant 
pharynx made tolerant by gargles of a bromide of potash solution, 
or by the hydrochlorate of cocaine; a gavage tube—a piece of rub- 
ber tubing 30 centimeters in length and 12 millimeters in diameter; 
a half-liter glass funnel, and a good preparation that is liquid, or 
may be liquified, and of very concentrated food power, Appetite 
in the patient is not necessary and the tube need only be passed for 
about three inches into the Gisophagus as the food will descend 
from thence tothe stomach. Our market is not, as yet, supplied 
with a perfectly soluble beef-powder, and in the absence of such we 
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cannot do better than employ Reed & Carnrick’s beef-peptonoids. 
Asa rule our dosage has been one half-liter of milk, four fresh eggs 
and one ounce of the “beef-peptonoid” beaten up together. This 
may be repeated twice or three times a day. Cod-liver oil is thus 
supplanted in the treatment of phthisis pulmonalis; there is no place 
for it now, and there never should have been one. At best, it but 
succeeded in destroying what little appetite the patient possessed, 
and obliged him to tolerate eructations from the rotten fish market 
he carried in his stomach. Theconsumptive’s ability to digest fat 
or oil is always at a low ebb, and that oils should have been poured 
into him in the past,'does not speak well for the pharmaceutical 
skill from our fathers in medicine. While at this point, let me add 
that the consumptive should receive, in any case, minute doses of 
arsenic and small doses of ether to correct and stimulate the pan- 
creatic secretion. The doses of arsenic, however, should be 
homeopathic in volume or they will do harm by causing venous 
stasis in the Jungs,—this stasis in turn predisposing to or producing 
hemoptysis, and aggravating the mighty congestions so common in 
ysuch patients. Minute doses to exert a beneficial effect on the lung 
lesions, and from what we have seen in one of our cases treated 
‘with arsenic 2d centes, we believe that while it hastens the suppura- 
tive process in lung tissue already breaking down, it tones up the 
adjoining tissues so that the suppurative process becomes. limited, 
and cavity walls healed. Remember, however, that allopathic doses 
of arsenic zw/// hasten the fatal issue in any case. To conclude the 
| paragraph, the milk employed for gavage should, in any case, be 
heated, and when diarrhoea exists, boiled and administered quite 
warm. 

For continuous dry inhalation we need an inhaler that can be 
worn over the mouth and removed at pleasure. The conical form 
of inhaler is perhaps the best; the material may be tin or any other 
light metal and should be perforated like an old-fashioned nutmeg 
grater. A sponge, first wetted and then medicated with the volatile 
substance, should be fastened inside at the apex of the core and the 
apparatus then placed in position. This dry vapor inhalation does 
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not predispose the patient to fresh colds as is often the case with 
warm vapor inhalations. Some one of the following volatile sub- 
stance may be employed viz:—turpentine, creosote, sphenic acid, 
iodine, eucelyptus, and benzoin. 

When the patient tires of the inhaler we should medicate the air 
in the sick room. This can readily be done by mixing six ounces 
of gas-coal tar and two ounces of essence of turpentine and then 
setting’ fire to the mixture. The mixture should be burned in a 
small sauce-pan, and this pan placed in a larger pan to prevent ac- 
cidents from fire. A heavy, black, respirable smoke arises from the 
burning substances, and fills the room, but does not interfere with 
the patient’s comfort. The air in diphtheric sick-rooms should be 
medicated in the same fashion. Inhalations by this method are, in 
my opinion, more radical, thorough and effective than by any other. 
In addition to both, however, the consumptive patient should at all 
times wear around his neck a small bag filled with carbonate of |} 
ammonia, This recommendation is based on the fact that consump-_ 
tives have been found to improve when working in horse stables. 

Intra-pulmonary injections have been practiced at least two hun- 
dred times by Dr. Pepper without untoward results, and are warmly 
advocated by him and by Dr. Beverley Robinson. of New York city. 
Pepper gives the first intercostal space on the anterior chest-wall 
as the proper place to insert the needle; Beverley Robinson selects 
the second intercostal space at a point in avertical line with the 
nipple and inserts the needle to the depth of an inch and a half. 
From experiments on the cadaver he is inclined to believe that the 
upper portion of the inner axillary region will ultimately be found 
to be the most direct way of reaching cavities in the apices. This 
question of where to insert the needle must, however, be decided on. 
by the attending physician, and depends on the location of the 
cavity in each case. Pepper, it appears uses a Dieulafoy aspirator 
in giving the injection, but a hypodermic syringe with a stout needle 
will be used most often in general practice. Just before giving the 
injection, the patient should inflate his lungs to their utmost capac- 
ity and then hold his breath while the injection is given so as to 
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bring the lung tissue in as close proximity to the chest wall as possi- 
ble. The fluid injected will in many cases be a matter of individ- 
ual taste or preference; Robinson uses dilute Lugol’s, ten minims at 
each injection. From the known action of peroxide of hydrogen 
on pus, we think that a properly prepared solution of this would 
clear the cavity of pus and debris quicker than any other. Those 
injections generally relieve cough and dyspnoea, and the sputa fol- 
lowing them is seldom streaked with blood. Robinson has seen 
slight hemoptysis after injections, so slight however, that they have 
become a contra-indication. Medication by intra-pulmonary injec- 
tions is, as yet, in its infancy and Robinson tells us that he has not 
followed up any one case long enough to know what will be the re- 
sult on the pulmonary lesion. 

Of the three methods taken singly, the best effects may be expect- 
ed from gavage; it alone has been thoroughly tested, and has given 
brilliant results. The great idea in treating consumptives is “ feed 
them,” stuff them, fatten them if possible, and then set about creat- 
ing a gouty habit in each, because the gouty diathesis is in direct 
opposition to the development of pulmonary lesions. All these 
methods, however, should be employed at the same time, and the 
indicated hypophosphite prescribed with care and administered with 
regularity. Thus, for instance in the third stage when expectoration 
is abundant and purulent, the stomach fairly tolerant and exhaustion 
not decidedly marked, we prescribe the following hypoposphite, and 
order the lime salt to be freshly prepared. 


R Calcii Hypophosphite........... 17. grams. 
CN SR dos eecdcccdvsanee ~- * 
Strychnia Sulph........0c0se00- .065 centigrams. 
Phosphorici Acidi (oil).......... 8. cubic centimeters. 
Be Ws. TOCtROM, ...o nsec eccccene a * " 
NE PI ii cas davecveey canes 180. grams. 
Reapers TA. Gt. OE. soos s cece sees 500. cubic centimeters. 


Sig. Teaspoonful four times a day, and gradually increase to 
two and to three teaspoonfuls four times a day. We have obtained 
good results from this. G. 
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Medical Society of Northern New York. 
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The summer meeting (thirty-second year) of the Society was held 
at Saratoga Springs, Wednesday, August 6th, 1884. The President, 
Dr. C. M. Mosher, being absent, Dr. G. H. Billings, presided. 





SCIRRHUS OF THE BREAST. 


The Use of Iodide and Carbonate of Lime.—Dr. H. M. Paine 
stated that for a number of years he had relied, almost entirely, on 
the use of iodide of lime, in the treatment of scirrhus of the breast. 


ago, in which the history of a case was given, the main features 
being, that a woman, somewhat advanced in years, found herself 
suffering from what was pronounced scirrhus, by two or three com- 
petent surgeons, whose only recommendations were, the speedy 
removal of the entire gland, 

The patient declared a willingness to die rather than allow herself 
to be the subject of surgical interference. Not long thereafter 
another woman recommended the daily use of a thimble-full of 
pulverized oyster shell, the shell being first roasted until it became 
sufficiently brittle to admit of an easy reduction to a fine powder. 
This was persevered in for upwards of one year, the tumor meanwhile 
having broken out into an open sore; but at the end of a year, the 


sore, although not entirely healed, had lost all the characteristic \| 


features of a scirrhus ulcer, and at the same time the patient had 
become as white as chalk, and was extremely feeble. 

Knowing that persons of a recognized strumous diathesis, are 
peculiarly liable to cancerous degeneration, and that iodine is its 
natural resolvent, I thought it wise to administer lime and iodine 
in combination; hence, for several years have resorted to the use of 
the sodide of /ime, in the treatment of all cases in which the presence 
of a tumor of the breast, with’ or without pain, constitutes a dis- 
tinctive feature. 


[/ 
He read an article in a medical journal, perhaps ten or twelve years’ 


‘ 
f 
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Having observed that the iodide, of the second decimal potency, 
undergoes some change by exposure to air, acquiring hardness and 
dampness; and as the original ingredient involved the use of the 
carbonate only, I have of late combined the two preparations, in 
order to make sure of obtaining all the curative qualities which the 
lime may possess. 

I have tried the remedy in all cases of induration and enlargement 
of the breast that have come under treatment. 

I am not prepared, by any means, to assume that all were cases of 
scirrhus. It is an unquestioned fact however, that in a very large 
proportion of cases of real cancer, there is, particularly after the 
second stage has been reached, more or less change of the symmetry 
of the breast. 

When, therefore, the breast is distorted in outline, drawn to one 
side, or in any way deformed in shape, the inference, in the presence 
of other corroborating symptoms, is almost positive of the presence 
of cancerous degeneration. 

In a number, perhaps nearly all the cases, this feature was well- 
marked; in others, probably owing to the fact that the disease was 
still in its incipient stage, and had not progressed far enough to 
change the normal contour of the gland, the presence of a hardened 
mass, even if small in size, in which was felt, with variable severity, 
the usual characteristic, transient, piercing pains, was considered 
sufficiently threatening to warrant the use of appropriate treatment. 

In one instance the diseased breast was nine or ten inches in 
diameter, of a uniform stony hardness, with the nipple entirely 
covered by the mass of indurated tissue, which projected outwardly 
far beyond, hiding it completely from view. 

In this case, after the administration of the medicine, with a good 
degree of regularity, upwards of one year, the diseased gland. was 
considerable smaller than the well one, and the pain, which at first 
had been very acute, and almost constant night and day, had long 
since ceased altogether. The pain was of usual severity. The 
patient informed me, that while walking a distance of perhaps twenty 
rods, she experienced the peculiar, pungent, burning, lancinating 
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thrusts, eight times. Although repeatedly warned of the danger of 
neglecting the medicine, the patient frequently discontinued its use. 
The influence of the medicine was kept up, at irregular intervals, 
three or four years, the disease however, finally became general, and 
resulted in a fatal termination. 

In my opinion, while the pain was controlled, and the progress of 
the disease retarded, an unfavorable result would have been far less 
likely, had treatment been instituted earlier and persevered in with 
greater regularity; as it was, however, life was unquestionably 
lengthened two or three years. 

In another case, the part of the breast that was at first enlarged 
and tender, finally shrivelled and lost ‘all unnatural sensibility, and 
was left, to all appearances sound, in that distorted condition, and 
so remains, after an interval of seven years. ‘This patient continued 
the use of the remedy about five years. 

I now have four or five cases under treatment, all of which are 
apparently doing well; the favorable evidences being, a decided 
dimunition of local discomfort in the organ, diminished size of the 
diseased portion of the gland; also improvement of the general 
health and strength of the patient, indicated by increase of weight 
and power of endurance, 

I believe that in at least fifty per cent. of the cases of scirrhus, in 
which this treatment can be instituted early, the disease will be fully 
eradicated, and the extension to other organs effectually prevented, 
It is to be understood however, that my experience is limited to 
those cases, comparatively few in number, that have occurred in 
ordinary private practice. There are many patients whose aatipathy 
to surgical interferance is so strong, that they will not subject 
themselves to its risks or advantages. ‘To these, a plan of internal 
treatment showing a fair proportion of cures, is always available, and 
is plainly worthy of trial. 

The Results of Surgical Treatment, Showing the Proportion of 
Cases Permanently Cured by Extirpation of the Breast—Dr. J. C. 
Minor presented in an elaborately prepared paper, a resumé of the 
literature on this subject. He stated substantially that, in Velpeau’s 
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great work, while early extirpation of the entire breast is the only 
remedial measure proposed, no data are given showing its restorative 
or preventive influence. 

Ten Per Cent. of Cases Cured by Resorting to an Operation Early.— 
Dr.. Gross, of Philadelphia, is the first writer who has compiled 
statistical tables by which it is clearly shown that at least tem per cent. 
are cured by an early operation, the case being considered cured 
when there is no relapse in the same or other localities within three 
years. Dr. Gross bases his conclusions on the results of several 
hundred cases. He made it a point to insist on the removal of every 
part of the diseased portion of the gland. 

Dr. Minor presented statements at length, quoting from records 
of cases occurring in his own practice during the past fifteen years, 
giving the results of upwards of one hundred operations, and has 
arrived at even more favorable conclusions than those formulated 
by Dr. Gross. 

Operations Must be Performed Before the Disease Becomes Con- 
stitutional,—Cancer of the breast, for a variable length of time, in 
some cases much longer than others, is primarily a local affection, 
during which operative measures may be relied upon with decided 
hope of success. When, however, the disease has invaded the 
lymphatics, and the glands under the arm and in adjacent parts 
have become involved, the condition may be regarded as constitu- 
tional, with little, except temporary relief, to be expected from 
surgical aid. The proper time, therefore, for operating, is before the 
disease spreads through the neighboring lymphatics to the general 
system. 

The Whole of the Diseased Portion Must be Removed. — The 
question regarding the amount of systemic invasion that may have 
taken place in any given case, and yet remain amenable to surgical 
treatment, is one which is extremely difficult of solution. Nodules 
form in the subcutaneous tissue, the removal of which, even when 


large and numerous, is sometimes followed by complete recovery. 
Dr. Gross removed forty such growths in one instance, and the 
patient was still living twenty years after. In all cases of this class 
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the complete separation and removal of every particle of the morbid 
growth, including the indurated portions, must be effected, even 
carrying the incission into healthy tissue. No operation of a partial 
nature should be undertaken. No matter how small a portion of 
the breast appears to be involved, the entire gland should be removed, 
and in every case the entire axilla should be explored, and if the 
lymphatics are enlarged, they should be removed. 

The knife should always cut in sound tissue, wide of the growth; 
and it is good practice to “remove the fascia which covers the pec- 
toral muscles. 

Closure of the Edges of the Wound, a Matter of Secondary Import- 
ance.—It is a matter of secondary importance whether the edges of 
the wound are brought together after the operation. In all proba- 
bility alarger number of permanent cures would occur, if the sur- 
gical rule of leaving the wound open, in order to promote healing 
by second intention, was invaribly followed; for it is the linear cica- 
trix of the wound healed by second intention, that shows the return 
of the growth ; and this is probably because there was some degree 
of cancerous infiltration into the apparently sound tissues that were 
thus brought together. 

If a second operation is needed in order to make cicatrization 
possible, by transplanting a portion of the sound skin into the granu- 
lating wound, even this is better than to run the risk of reproducing 
the disease by attempting to utilize tissue that is possibly already 
contaminated. This applies to skin apparently sound. 

When an Cperation is Contra-Indicated.—When the intagument is 
extensively diseased beyond the limits of the tumor, so that the out- 
lines of the cancer are lost in the infiltrated tissue surrounding it; 
indicated by a slow return of color after presure on the surface, an 
operation is contra-indicated, and it is better for both patient and 
surgeon that nothing but palliative treatment be employed. Tuber- 
cular deposits in the skin contra-indicate the operation, as also does 
cedema of the arm. 

The Different Varieties of Cancer.—As regards the variety of can- 
cer, encephaloid and the softer varieties are quicker in growth and 
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more rapidly fatal than true scirrhus ; but the chances of a radical 
cure are fully as good if the operation is undertaken at an early 
period of the growth. 

Removal of Cancer by Caustic Pastes and Plasters.—It is a well 
known fact that the removal of malignant growths by caustic pastes 
and plasters is a possible method but not a desirable one, for it 
entails a great amount of unnecessary suffering without compensat- 
ing advantage. The proportion of cures is no larger than after ex- 
cision, and there is a much greater drain on the system by the 
sloughing process. 

A Ratio of Twenty-five Per Cent of Cures—Of the twenty-four 
cases in which Dr. Miner had operated in 1881, six were living at 
the beginning of the present year, a ratio of twenty-five per cent. 

The proportion of the unfavorable cases is increased by incidental 
circumstances, as for instance, septacemia, which will now and then 
bring about a fatal termination within a week ; yet such cases are 
necessarilly enumerated among the unfavorable ones, although death 
does not result from constitutional taint, as far as regards the can- 
cerous degeneration, unless it may have been a contributing cause 
of anemia, which is nearly always a concomitant condition. 

Medical Treatment. Tlodide of Arsenic.—The treatment by arsenic 
is unquestionably preferable to any other. The action of the medi- 
cine should be watched, and the amount given in each case should 
be sufficient to secure its full effect. Given to tolerance it will at 
least retard the return and further development of the disease. 

The doctor cited the case of a young man who had a cancerous 
growthonthe neck. Allof the diseased portion that could be reached 
was removed. Assmall portions still remained it was expected that the 
disease would return, and increase more rapidly than it had previous 
tothe operation. The patient was put under the influence of sodide of 
arsenic, of the first centesinal preparation. This medicine was taken 
in larger doses at shorter intervals, and were continued without in- 
terruption for a longer period, than the directions given by the doc- 


tor provided for. The patient took one ounce each week for several 
weeks, This was too large a quantity. It was taken in. hot weather, 
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when the patient was having daily a free perspiration, and no ill 
effects were observable; on the contrary, there was no return of the 
malignant growth. 

While the patient is taking arsenic, a Turkish bath should be 
taken, at intervals of a week, in order to promote a free perspiration. 

Phenic Acid.—V)r. Guernsey expressed himself as particularly in- 
terested in masterly classification of cases made by Dr. Gross, which 
show that at least one in ten may be considered cured, provided the 
operation is resorted to early. 

He had used arsenic, but with doubtful effect. He briefly de- 
scribed the histories of several cases; one in which the symptoms 
simulated Bright’s disease; a careful examination, however, revealed 
evidences of cancer, for which treatment by hypodermic injections 
of phenic acid was tnstituted, with complete recovery. He has found 
as a result of several thorough trials, no good effects from the use 
of red clover. ° 

Dr. Dowling expressed decided doubt regarding the permanent 
benefit derivable from any operative measures. Although removed 
from the seat of its first invasion, it will almost certainly ultimately 
reappear in some other organ and then prove fatal. Operations may 
indeed, in some cases prolong life, but they seldom save it. He had 
witnessed cases where the knife, acids or caustics were used for the 
removal of the malignant growth, but the disease had uniformly re- 
turned and the patient finally died of cancer of the lungs, stomach 
or uterus. The doctor related in detail the main features of several 


cases that had come under his observation. 
a 


SYMPTOMS SIMULATING HEART DISEASE. 


Professor J. W. Dowling, of New York, in an extemporaneous 
lecture of more than an hour in length, minutely described cases of 
reflex conditions closely simulating organic lesions of the heart. A 
brief synopsis of the causes was given, and an analysis of the various 
diagnostic evidences which distinguish real from functional dis- 
turbances were described with characteristic lucidity. The lecture 
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covered a wide range of observation, exhibited thoroughness of 
investigation, pains-taking research, clearness of delineation, and 
treated the subject in a masterly manner, and without question 
constituted a most instructive and practically useful address. 

The following introductory statements but feebly represent the 
valuable aid to diagnosis afforded by an address, the practical lessons 
of which this brief sketch offers only the outline. 

Causes of Functional Disease-—Nothing is more common, on the 
part of patients, and also of physicians themselves, than anxiety 
regarding the condition and action of the heart. In my experience, 
a careful examination fails to detect pathological changes of any 
kind, in by far the great majority of cases, in which the attention of 
the party has been called to the action of the heart by pain in the 
precordial region, palpitation, violent action, and intermittent or 
irregular pulsations, In these cases it is of course necessary to look 
elsewhere for the cause of the disturbing symptoms. 

In some instances these fugitive and variable conditions are 
traceable to a derangement of the stomach or liver, intestinal catarrh, 
irregular action of the nervous system, resulting from a variety of 
causes; mental strain, worry, insufficient amount of sleep, and 
insufficient rest during working or business hours; or, on the other 
hand, insufficient exercise or recreation. In women, the cause may 

\ be uterine displacement, ovarian disease, and particularly hysteria 
or spinal irritation. 

During the past few years of my practice, scarcely a day has 
passed in which I have not had occasion to examine one or more 
patients supposed to be suffering from organic disease of the heart; 
and it is almost an invariable rule, when the attention of the patient 
has been first directed to the heart, by the foregoing symptoms, to 
find that organ entirely free from disease. But it is not always an 
\easy matter to convince a patient, be he layman or physician, that 
‘the origin of his suffering does not lie in the heart, and that he has 
not some serious and incurable disease of that organ. 

Pain in the Back Not an Indication of Kidney Disease.—Nearly 
every patient who has a continual pain in the lower portion of his 
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back supposes himself to be suffering from disease of the kidneys; 
and he either purchases one of the many quack nostrums called 
“kidney cures,” taking it as regularly as a portion of his daily food; 
or he consults his physician with a diagnosis of his own case already 
made out, and requests “a remedy for his kidneys.” 

It is sometimes a difficult matter to convince such a patient that 
the pain in the lumbar region may arise from one of many trivial 
causes which so frequently give rise to aching pain in the locality 
named. We, as physicians, know that pain in the back is really a 
rare symptom in connection with the serious forms of chronic 
disease of the kidneys; and that patients frequently go through the 
entire course of Bright’s disease without a sensation of pain in any 
portion of the body. 

Cough Not Always Indicative of Consumption.—So also a cough, in 
the minds of many persons, is positive evidence of lung trouble, 
while we, as physicians, find that the alarmingly violent coughs, are, 
as a rule, reflex in their origin, arising usually from gastric, intestinal 
or liver difficulties, or from derangement of the nervous centres; 
the lungs proper being entirely free from disease: also, that very 
serious pulmonary trouble may exist and progress for a long time 
with only a trifling cough. Patients in the last stage of consumption 
have frequently assured me that, during the whole progress of the 
disease, they have never been troubled with a cough. 

Numbness Not Always a Symptom of Paralysis.—So also patients 
suffering occasionlly from numbness in the extremities believe them- 
selves threatened with paralysis, and it is almost impossible to 
convince such persons that this condition ‘may arise from one of:a 
number of trivial derangements, mainly traceable, in all probability, 
to their own indiscretions. 

Concluding Statements——How important it is‘then, that we, the 
trusted counselors of the afflicted, should be able, by the physical 
signs presented in each individual case, to give an opinion which 
cannot be gainsaid, as to the actual condition of the various vital 
organs of the body; and also to suggest a course of life, or such 
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suitable remedial measures, as will, if it be possible, restore them 
to health. 

In the course of the lecture, the doctor described a number of 
clinical cases, in order the more forcibly to illustrate the distinguish- 
ing diagnostic characteristics of functional, as contrasted with 
organic cardiac lesions. ‘Thus these two conditions, a mere shading 
in some instances, and plainly marked and well-defined differences 
in others, were so clearly pointed out as to enable the careful and 
observant practitioner to reach an intelligent and accurate diagnosis 
in any given case that may come under his observation. 

The following will serve as illustrative of many others equally 
suggestive: 

Reflex Symptoms Mistaken for Mitral Insufficiency—In this case 
the party, a physician, having irregular action of the heart and lungs, 
was declared to be afflicted with mitral insufficiency, which informa- 
tion decidedly increased, to his own mind, the gravity of the condi- 
tion from which he was already a great sufferer. Other advice 
, however, showed conclusively, that the defects were wholly functional, 

| induced beyond question, by over indulgence in the use of tobacco 
and lager. 

Reflex Cardiac Symptoms ina Case of Anemia,—In the case of a 
young woman, fifteen years of age, suffering from profound anemia, 
many of the heart symptoms, although purely reflex, closely resemb- 
led those occasioned by organic disease. The patient suffered from 
dyspnoea on slight exercise, violent palpitation, and there was also 
decided prominence of the sternum, yet a critical examination failed 
to show any organic trouble of either heart or lungs. The case was 
one of leucocythemia, the spleen was the organ principally impli- 
cated. 

Reflex Cardiac Symptoms in a Case of Biliousness and Malarial 
Disease.—The patient, a man, of middle age, engaged in active busi- 
ness pursuits; found himself suffering from various disagreeable sen- 
sations and conditions, frequent attacks of vertigo, depression of 
spirits, dimness of vision, muscz volitantes, and dyspnea, being the 


more prominent; moreover the patient experienced frequent attacks 
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of headache, nausua, indigestion and diarrhaea, supposed to be 
tracable to malarial origin. A careful examination failed to 
show any organic cardiac lesion. In order however to remove 
all liability to error, the patient was requested to walk rapidly 
to the fourth story of the doctor’s residence, and back again; which 
effort quickened the action of the heart, as was to be expected, but 
occasioned not the slightest murmur, as would have been the case 
had organic valvular lesion existed. The patient was accordingly 
assured that his heart and chest troubles were purely functional. 


Reflex Cardiac Symptoms and Kidney Disease—Thereare, as is well 
known, at certain stages of kidney disease, a number of symptoms 
indicating chest and heart complications. In these cases of doubt, 
it is well to remember that the presence of albumen, even in serious 
cases of Bright’s disease, is by no means constant. The doctor de- 
scribed a recent case in which albumen was not found in urine voided 
in the morning, but was very abundant in that which was passed 
during the day-time. 


Physical Examination of a Patient.—At the afternoon session Pro- 
fessor Dowling conducted a physical examination of a patient intro- 
duced by Dr. Mott. The person, a man, about thirty years of age, 
had been suffering at times during the past two or three years from dys- 
pneea, palpitation, debility, indigestion, vertigo, slight headache, and 
various other symptoms which had their origin, it was feared, in 
serious heart lesions. The history of the case was first called out 
by a series of appropriate questicns; the patient was then stripped 
to the waist, and subjected to a thorough and exhaustive examina- 
tion, illustrated step by step by explanatory and descriptive statements, 
which resulted in showing that the patient was suffering wholly from 
functional disturbance, arising from a weakened condition of the 
nervous system, together with digestive and liver derangement, all 
of which was occassioned by irregular habits and over-work at un- 
seasonable hours, 
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CASES OF TRICHINOSIS. 


Dr. J. S. Delavan, communicated a paper describing an outbreak 
of trichinosis which had recently occurred at Arietta, Hamilton 
county, a history of which had been brought to the notice of the 
committee of the State Board of Health, of which he is chairman. 

Report of the Committee—The committee on vital statistics 
respectfully submits the following report of its investigation into the 
outbreak of sickness at Arietta, occasioned by the eating of raw 
ham. On the sth day of July, the subject was formally referred to 
this Committee by the Central Office. Dr. Beach, the Board’s 
inspector of the district, was at once commissioned by telegraph to 
make a thorough investigation of the causes of the outbreak and 
report to this committee. He was also instructed to obtain, if 
possible, portions of the ham which caused the sickness and to trace 
the history of the outbreak as far as p:acticable to its source. 

The committee believing the matter to be of such importance to 
the public health of the people of the State as to merit it, pains 
were taken to secure a full scientific investigation. The result will 
be found embodied in the subjoined reports from Dr. Eugene Beach, 
on the medical history of the disease, and Prof. William Hailes, Jr., 
on the revelations of the microscope. 

No doubt can be entertained of the correctness of the diagnoses 
made, and the lessons conveyed are plain and practical. They 
point first to the importance of impressing upon the minds of the 
people the danger of consuming uncooked or partially cooked ham 
or pork, and of making sure that such meat is entirely and perfectly 
cooked before eating; and second, to the necessity for more care in 
selecting and preparing porcine flesh for the market. Statistics 
show that trichinous infection is not at all uncommon in the flesh of 
swine, that many hams and sides are infected therewith. In view of 
these facts when the trachinascope is an instrument which any 
butcher can use with ease, some legal enactment should be made to 
prevent the sale of trichinous meat, and some penalty imposed for 
the sale of an article so dangerous to the life and health of the 
people, 
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Medical Report by Dr. Eugene Beach.—On the 2d of July, 1884, 
Dr. J. E. Burdick, of Johnstown, stated to me that he had in charge 
several cases of fever of some kind at Arietta, a hamlet in Hamilton 
county, that there was some doubt regarding the nature of the 
sickness, and that the inhabitants of the place were quite alarmed 
régarding it. At the same time he requested that I should investi- 
gate the matter with as little delay as possible. Believingthe case to 
be one meriting the attention of the State Board of Health I visited 
Arietta on the 3d of July, inst., and reported the result of my obser- 
vations to the Secretary, and by your request have made some sub- 
sequent observations. 

Following is an account of what I have done and found: 

On my first visit I learned that there had been twelve cases of 
sickness more or less severe, and at that time one death. There has 
been one death subsequent to my first visit. The sickness showed 
the symptoms of trichinosis well marked. The persons sick had all 
eaten raw ham at about the same time* (June 5 to 7), and from the 
same ham. All who ate of the ham raw were more or less sick, and 
none who did not eat of the raw ham were sick. They were all taken 
sick at nearly the same time. They consisted of Oliver Bonville and 
boarders in his family. All who had been sick enough to be attend- 
ed by physicians had more or less fever, but no record had been 
kept, and they were visited only at intervals of two or three days. 
In some cases the temperature was found as high as 103 degrees 
Fahr. The prominent symptoms were diarrhoea and vomiting, fever, 
sweating, cedema, especially of the face, lameness and muscular sore- 
ness and sleeplessness in the adults. In the case of George Sum- 
ner, whom I saw about twelve hours before his death, there had been 
some circumscribed pneumonia apparently. There was hoarseness 
also in his case, and at the time of my visit his respiration was 39 

“per minute. 

Emma Jane Swan, aged 22, was taken sick June 8, with diarrhea 

and vomiting, followed by fever. She was removed to her home in 


* Within a day or two, impossible to get exact dates in all cases, 
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Newkirks, where she died June 25. She had cedema of the face. 
As she died before my visit I did not see her. 

Oliver Bonville, aged 38, was taken sick June 9, with diarrhoea 
and vomiting, followed by fever. He had cedema of the face, lame- 
ness, sweating, and could not sleep. He was convalescing when I 
saw him July 3. 

Paulina Bonville, wife of Oliver, aged 36,.was taken sick June 8, 
with diarrhoea and vomiting, followed by fever. She had cedema of 
the face and extremities, sleeplessness, sweating, and formication, 
lameness and vesicular eruption, and was still sick July 11. 

Elizabeth Bonville, daughter of Oliver, aged 10, was taken sick 
June 8, with’diarrhcea and vomiting. She had fever, sweating and 
cedema of the eyes, and was sore and lame. She could not sleep. 
She left her bed July 1, and was convalescing. 

Eugene Bonville, son of Oliver, aged 8, was taken sick June 8, 
with diarrhcea and vomiting, followed by fever. He had cedema of 
the face, sweating and lameness, and was convalescing July 3. He 
could not sleep. ° 

George Sumner, aged 34, was taken sick June 8, with diarrhoea and 
vomiting. The diarrhoea continued during the sickness. The vom- 
iting continued one week. He was sleepless; said he could not 
sleep. He sweat allthe time. He had fever. His face was much 
swollen, especially about the eyes. He.had some circumscribed pneu- 
monia. He was hoarse. July 3 his pulse was 96, temperature 100° 
F., and respiration 39. He died on the morning of July 4. 

Joseph Barney ate sparingly of the same ham, and was not sick 
nor quite well; he was somewhat lame and sore, but kept around. 

John Marshall ate of the same ham, at the same time, but had 
read about trichinz and ate but little. He was attacked much the same 
as the others, but got better and went to work in the woods; he was 
not quite well, but complained of lameness. Hecalled upon me July 
12, in my Office, and still had the diarrhoea and lameness. 

Peter Mayhew, aged 28, was taken sick June 8, with diarrhoea and 
vomiting, followed by.fever; diarrhoea continued two weeks; he had 
cedema of the face and extremitiesand great sweating; he could not 
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sleep well; his lameness was not marked. July 11, his pulse was 96 
and his temperature was 100° F. 

John Burton, aged 29, was taken sick June 8, but went to his work 
in the woods, and stayed a week; he had a slight chill and was some- 
what nauseated; he had diarrhoea, but not much sweating; he had 
fever; he could sleep fairly; he had cedema of the face and extremi- 
ties and lameness, with some itching; he was convalescing July 3. 

John Gilbo, aged 24, was taken sick June 8, with diarrhoea, with- 
out vomiting; his symptoms were, in addition to the diarrhea, 
sweating, sleeplessness, oedema of the face and extremities and nota- 
ble lameness; he was convalescing July 3. 

D. J. Lyons called upon me July 11; he ate of the same ham, raw, 
at the same time with the others; he had diarrhoea two or three days 
afterward, and he has not been well since then; he has felt dull and 
lame, and has had twitching of the muscles. ; 

George Sumner died July 4, and was buried July 5. Although 
the facts already known point so unmistakably to trichinosis as 
the disease from which these sick persons had been suffering, I 
thought it wise to demonstrate the actual presence of trichine. In 
pursuance of this object, on the 7th of July, accompanied by Dr. 
J. E. Burdick and Dr. P. R. Furbeck, I disinterred Sumner’s body 
and secured portions of the flexor muscles of the arm and leg, which 
I placed in your possesion on July 8. These gave abundant evid- 
ence of the presence of trichine. 

Source from which the Infected Pork was Obtained.—By your di- 
rection I have also made an effort to ascertain the source from which 
the ham which caused the sickness was obtained. Mr. Bonville 
bought the ham on the 3oth of May last of L. E. Brandt, in Georgia, 
Mr. Brandt bought the ham of Clark & Wood, in Fort Plain. The 
bill is dated April 3, 1884. I enclose correspondence had with 
Clark & Wood, which shows that the ham came from Chicago; that 
it was bought of John Taylor, Trenton, N. J., and was packed by 
Thorn & Co., Chicago. 

Report of the Microscopist, Dr. William Hailes.*—I find upon micro- 


* Pathological Laboratory, Albany Medical College, July 12, 1884. 
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scopic examinations of portions of human muscle recently received 
from Dr. E. ‘Beach, of Gloversville, N. Y., that trichinz exist in 
great abundance (twenty-seven in a single field — about 3,000 to the 
cubic inch). 

Some of the worms observed were already enclosed with a trans- 
parent cyst, while many were only partially rolled up or coiled upon 
themselves; others were free in the tissues. The muscular tissue 
examined was from the extremities. 

From the above facts we are justified in concluding that it is an 
unmistakable case of marked trichinosis of recent origin. 








FRESH TRICHINOUS INVASION. 


Portion of field showing encysted face coiled and uncoiled trichine. Specimens from 
the Arietta Case. 


Origin and Development of Trichine.—The following is a brief 
resumé of a few well-known scientific facts concerning trichine: 

When infested meat is taken into the stomach in a raw or partially 
cooked condition, the cysts which surround the trichine in their 
adult state are removed by digestion and the worms set free. They 
increase in size, and on the second day the male and female reach 
their full sexual maturity; six days after their maturity the females 
produce from 1,000 to 1,500, or more, living filamentous embryos. 
The young begin to wander and invade the surrounding tissues; 
they pierce the intestinal walls and finally reach the voluntary mus- 
cles of their host, growing larger and absorbing the vital juices from 
the tissues through which they pass. They are found in greatest 
abundance at the insertion of the muscles with the tendons, where 
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they roll themselves up and become encysted, at first transparent 
and difficult to see, but later presenting a whitish appearance, in con- 
sequence of a deposition of calcareous matter, etc., about the cyst, 
which renders them visible to the naked eye. They remain viable 
for many years. . 

Prevention of Trichinosis—1. Meat should not be eaten raw, nor 
in a partially cooked condition. 

2. Thorough cooking isa perfectly efficient means of killing trich- 
ine. Large masses of meat (such as ham), however, require several 
hours continuous cooking for the heat to penetrate throughout the 
entire mass. A medium sized ham boiled for thirty minutes reaches 
temperature of a little above 100° F. It requires 140° F. to posi- 
tively kill the parasite. In the case of chops, steaks and other small 
portions a much shorter time will suffice. A thorough broil for a few 
minutes will effectively destroy the life of the trichine. Ordinary 
salting and smoking does not destroy the parasite. 

3. Thorough inspection of the meat. A regular examination 
should be made by the State. The matter is easily accomplished. 
The parts required for a perfectly satisfactory examination are two 
small fleshy masses situated near the kidneys, called the pillars of 
the diaphragm. These pieces belong to the “trimmings,” and their 
removal in no way interferes with the value or appearance of the 
dressed hog. 

“All hogs should be subjected to microscopic examination by ex- 
perts, and no hog allowed to be cut up for sale as food until such an 
examination has been made. Those found invaded should be brand- 
ed trichinous and their sale as food forbidden by law under penalty 
of a heavy fine.” —Billings. 

A certificate should be given if examination proved satisfactory. 

4. Prevent hogs from feeding upon raw offal and excrement, and 
avoid using the offal, etc., of animals subject to trichinosis, as a.fer- 
tilizer. : 

5. The thorough destruction of all offal, excrement, etc., so that 
vermin, (rats, etc.,) may not devour it and become the carriers of the 
dread malady. 
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Rigid legislative enactment regulating the inspection of meat, the 
proper disposal of offal, excrement, etc., would, if properly enforced, 
go far towards stamping out this loathsome disease. 

The few words I have to add to the foregoing report, are advisory 
to physicians. 

It has been proven by the cases reported to the State Board of 
Health, that trichinosis has existed in our State; and that two per- 
sons at least, have secumbed to the disease. The habit among far- 
mers and others of eating raw pork, drawn from the brine and highly 
seasoned with condiments, is well known. The quantities of ham 
used at restaurants in the making of sandwiches also is a matter for 
careful thought. 

In view therefore, of the fact that the trichinz exist in the flesh of 
the hog; that in very many hams and sides, these parasites are 
found; and that porcine flesh is a staple article of food amongst 
thousands of our people, I hold it the duty of medical men to give 
instructions regarding the danger of eating such flesh unless thoroughly 
cooked. If each physician would explain this matter to his patients, 
we would hear of few cases like those of Arietta. They should also 
advocate the using of the trichinascope, a simple and cheap instru- 
ment, by pork butchers; and lastly, by advising those in power, help 
us to gain a legislative act, that will impose a penalty on those found 
selling trichinous pork. 





A CASE OF MELANCHOLIA. 


Dr. L. H. Talcott, of Middletown, communicated a paper giving 
at length the following history and treatment of a case of insanity. 

“On the 26th day of August, 1883, Mrs. L. P. L. was admitted, 
as a private patient, to the State Homceopathic Asylum for the In- 
sane, at Middletown, N. Y. She wasa widow, aged 42 years; a 
native of the State of New York; a housekeeper; fairly educated; of 
good habits; the mother of one child, nineteen years of age. Among 
insane relatives are catalogued her own mother, her sister, and her 
father’s sister. The causes of insanity, in this case, are recorded as 
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climaxis, and family troubles; and to those might properly be added, 
overwork and worry. 

The patient cherished the delusion, which she constantly express- 
ed, that her soul was lost; that she had committed the unpardonable 
sin, and that she is about to be judged by all her friends, and by 
those who see her. She was sleepless. feeble, restless, without appe- 
tite, and had vivid hallucinatians, 

Soon after admission to the asylum she thought herself dead. At 
times she beheld, in imagination, shifting panoramas, of a most 
wonderful character. She declared that it seemed like centuries 
and cycles of years since she had seen her sister and family physi- 
cian, when, in point of fact, there had been an interval of only one 
day. 

The patient was exceedingly suicidal; she tried repeatedly to cut 
her own throat and to hang herself; she was retained in bed by 
means of a body bandage, and with padded mits on her hands. The 
medicine first prescribed was cannabis indica ¢ 

About one month after her admission, on account of excessive 
restlessness, frenzied violence and frightful hallucinations s¢ram- 
monium was prescribed. In a few days menstruation occurred, 
when, for a short time, she became quite rational. 

Again the delusion returned; she imagined herself dead; thought 
people about her were starving; that she was being robbed, and that 
she was dying. The extremeties were cold; the surface of the body 
was bathed in a clammy perspiration, and had a blue and pinched 
appearance. For this condition veratrum abum was prescribed. 

Under the use of this remedy, the patient improved quite-rapidly; 
she became more quiet, conversed more rationally, was able to sit 
up, and had a better appetite for food. There were, however, oc- 
casional attacks of worrying and screaming; an anxiety to die, and 
a still greater solicitude to know the meaning of all her troubles. 
There was also a desire to be constantly moving about, coupled 
with delusions of being poisoned. These symptoms pointed to the 
use of rhus tox., which was administered. 











56 PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS’ INVESTIGATOR. 


About the first of January the unfavorable symptoms subsided, 
and the patient passed into a condition of mental coherency. She 
began to feel that her soul was no longer lost; the hallucinations 
faded away; she became quite cheerful, and her physiciah strength 
greatly increased. 

After most of the distressing mental symptoms were relieved, the 
patient still occasionally suffered from attacks of severe headache. 
These were accompanied by nausea and vomiting, and were promptly 
relieved by the administration of iris versicolor. 

On the 29th of April, about eight months after admission, Mrs. S. 
returned to her home, perfectly restored, both in mind and body. 

GENERAL STATEMENT REGARDING MANAGEMENT AND TREAT- 
MENT,—The most noticeable points of interest in this case are: the 
extreme mental and spiritual disturbance and excitability, and the 
great physical prostration. 

The mental manifestations are most vividly remembered by those 
who had care of the case, but they cannot be described. 

The means for effecting an improvement and cure, in this case, 
were: (1st.( Careful and persistent confinement to bed; (2d.) The 
administration of large quantities of liquid food (milk and beef-tea); 
and (3d.) The use of indicated homeopathic remedies. 

Tue NECESSITY FOR PROPER TREATMENT.—We believe this 
patient could not have recovered except by the use of proper re- 
straint. The restraint was rendered necessary in order that the 
dietetic and medical means employed might have opportunity to do 
their perfect work. 

Cases of melancholy with excitement are often permitted to go 
about, free from restraint; to exercise constantly, day and night, 
until the physicial strength is exhausted beyond the possibility of 
recuperation. Such cases die from neglect of a wise application of 
a few yardsof canvas. Patients of this class are also sometimes per- 
mitted to go without food until starvation ensues. 

When these cases come to us for care we immediately proceed to 
save what little remaining strength they have, by placing them in 
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bed, thus enforcing quiet and rest. We also inject food, by means 
of a nasal soft rubber tube, (the invention of Dr. N. Emmons Paine, 
of Albany), in sufficient quantities to guarantee every possibility of 
recuperation; at the same time we administer a carefully selected 
remedy. 

The form of restraint best adapted to cases resistive melancholy 
is simply a canvas sheet which covers the entire bed, and is fastened 
on all sides, in which the patient is enveloped for the time being, as 
in a bag, with the head free at one end. Padded mits may also be 
needed to prevent tearing off the clothing and self-mutilation. A 
body bandage, wide and easy, is occasionally needed. This em- 
braces the body of the patient and is fastened to the sides of the bed. 

MEDICAL TREATMENT.—Sometimes, in cases of profound ex- 
haustion, we use, with striking benefit, the wine known as Hungar- 
ian Tokay. 

Prompt and satisfactory effects are secured from the use of the 
indicated homceopathic remedy. As the symptoms are kaleidoscopic 
in their nature, and variable in their manifestations as an April sky, 
it is necessary to change promptly, at the right time, from one rem- 
edy to another; changes should not be made however, without good 
reasons. 

The principle of giving a remedy which acts specifically upon the 
portion of the system which is disorganized by disease, must be kept 
in view. Another fact must also be borne in mind, viz.: that all 
forms of insanity are due to diseased or disturbed conditions of the 
brain. The disturbed conditions may arise from diseases of related 
organs. Hence, remedies should be selected for the relief, both of 
the brain itself and of any other organ in the body, which, when 
diseased, may produce by reflexation, a disturbance of the brain 
itself. 
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Editorial. 


THE PROPOSED MEDICAL EXAMINING BILL. 


The New York State Medical Society met in Albany the first week 
in this month with only about eighty in attendance. During their 
deliberations they formulated a bill calling for a State Board of Med- 
ical Examiners, composed of nine members, before whom all candi- 
dates shall come who purpose practicing medicine in the state, ir- 
respective of their graduation, from whom alone a license can be 
obtained. 

It has been suggested by some that this board be composed of 
seven old school, one homeopathic, and one eclectic, so that whoever 
comes before it can choose from the three therapeutics in which he 
wishes to be examined. It is argued by the old school that this is 
not only fair, but is very conciliatory. By those of the homeeopaths, 
who favor it, it is argued that it will break down the barriers that 
now exist, and will compel the old school to admit the successful 
candidates into their councils and societies. 

The eclectics are opposed to it most emphatically, for they argue 
that it is only a deep laid plan to wipe out the homceopath and ec- 
lectic from the state., This would evidently be the result should they 
succeed, and, while it could not avail them much for only a year, as 
the new legislature would be used to right the great wrong at its 
next sitting, it would put the two schools to great inconvenience, 
aud block their wheels fora year at least. We understand that 
Dr. Paine of Albany, and Dr. Terry of Utica, the president of the 
Homeopathic State Society, have already appeared in opposition 
to the old school bill. Undoubtedly the colleges in the state will 
also send men to fight it. 

It seems to us that there can be no way to properly frame a bill 
without allowing each school a board, making three in all. Justice 
will then be done, and no opposition will be found, only that which 


may come from the colleges. 

To have a board composed in such a way that a majority of either 
school predominate, and allowing the majority to decide, must work 
disaster to the other, and particularly so, if the old school are in the 
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ascendency. They ’are not at all backward in pronouncing their 
sectarian dislike towards those opposed to them, and cannot be 
trusted with such vital interests. Fr our part, we cannot see what 
is to be gained by all this affiliation. It seems as though the medi- 
cal profession would gain more by having opposition within its ranks. 
Opposition is healthy in anything, for it stimulates to fresh exertions 
and independence. We are frank to say, however, that we have al- 
ways been opposed to any sectarian name, and if we could have our 
wish gratified, we would expunge the word “homeceopathy” from the 
medical profession. ‘There are but few homceopaths now who con- 
fine their practice strictly to the laws of that school, but use every- 
thing and anything that they think will check disease and relieve 
suffering. This is the office of the true physician, and he who dis- 
claims it should be marked as an enemy to mankind. We are eager 
to pronounce our faith in the law of similars, and believe that so far 
as the dual effects of medicines go, it is almost cettain, yet there are 
many remedies working differently from this law which are specifics, 
and should not be ignored. ‘The time is not very far off when, we 
think, this principle will be the ruling one with physicians, but until 
then, if we must have a law, as proposed, regulating the practice of 
medicine in New York State, let us have one that will not choke off 
any sect, but give the three bodies an equalchance. The expense of 
three boards will be but little compared with the freedom which they 
will allow, and which is one of the sacred tenets of the government 
under which we live. 


DON’T. 


Don’t give potassium bromide when you can avoid it. 
Don’t give potassium bromide in cerebral hyperemia. (Ergot.) 
Don’t give potassium bromide in delirium tremens, (Hyoscyamus.) 
Don’t give potassium bromide on a weak or failing heart, (Digitalis. ) 
Don't give potassium bromide.in convulsions puerperal, (Gelsemium) 
Don’t give potassium bromide in hysterical convulsions, (Ignatia.) 
Don’t give potassium bromide in convulsions of children, (Soda 
Brom., Santonine. Gels.) 
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Don’t give potassium bromide in cerebral concussion, (Opium jo gt.) 

Don’t give potassium bromide in cerebral compression, (trephine.) 

Don’t give potassium bromide in hyperemia of spinal cord, (Nux 
Vomica 6x.) 

Don’t give potassium bromide in growing paraplegia, (Strychnia.) 

Don’t give potassium bromide when hemiplegia is expected, (Picro- 
tozin.) 

Don’t give potassium bromide in inflammation of the brain, (Bella- 
donna 6x.) 

Don’t give potassium bromide in cerebral abscess, (Calcium Sulphi- 
da, Pott. Iodide.) 

Don’t give potassium bromide in apoplexy, (Picrotoxin.) 

Don’t give potassium bromide in inflammation of the kidneys, ) Pil- 


ocarpine.) 

Don’t give potassium bromide in ovarian irritability—nervous, (Vi- 
burnum P.) | 

Don’t give potassium bromide for irritable bladder, (Cantharides 3x, 
Viburnum. 


Don’t give potassium bromide when soda or ammonia bromide is in- 


dicated. 
Don’t give potassium bromide whenever a nerve sedative is called 
for. ° 


Potassium is a muscle poison, destroys muscular mobility, increases 
retrograde metamorphosis, and stimulates the kidneys so that 
they may subtract and carry off the abundance of effete matter. 
Bromide is a nerve sedative, and has a destructive action on the 
cerebral cells. The above “don’ts” are called forth by the indiscrim- 
inate employment of the bromide, so common among our “regular” 
practitioners. Potassium bromide is one of the ever ready charges 
with shot-gun doctors. G. 
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ORGANIZATION OF THE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION OF 
THE HAHNEMANN MEDICAL COLLEGE 
OF PHILADELPHIA. 


On the evening of December 4, 1884, an adjourned meeting of 
the Alumni residing in Philadelphia and vicinity, was’ held in the 
lower lecture room of the old college, for the purpose of effecting 
the permanent organization of the Alumni Association. The pro- 
posed constitution and by-laws were read and adopted. They pro. 
vide that the name of the organization shall be “The Alumni Associa- 
tion of the Hahnemann Medical College of Philadelphia.” Its object 
shall be to promote the interests, and extend the influence of the 
Alma Mater; to advance a higher medical education, and to secure 
intellectual and social benefit. 

Any physician on whom has been regularly conferred the degree 
of the Homeopathic Medical College of Pennsylvania, or the Hahne- 
mann Medical College of Philadelphia, and honorary members of 
said institutions shall -be eligible to membership. 

The annual meeting shall be held in Philadelphia on the night 
before commencement. 

An election took place for officers with the following results: 


President, Dr. Augustus Korndeerfer, (class of ’68) Philadelphia. 

Vice Presidents,—Drs. W. B. Trites, ’69, Philadelphia; Horace 
F, Ivins, ’79, Philadelphia; J. H. McClelland, ’67, Pittsburg. 

Permanent Secretary.—Dr. Wm. W. Van Baun, ’80, Philadelphia. 

Provisional Secretary.—Dr. Clarence Bartlett, ’79, Philadelphia. 

Treasurer.—Dr. Wm. H. Bigler, ’71, Philadelphia. 

Executive Committee.—Prof. Wm. Tod Helmuth, M. D., ’53, 
N. Y. City; Prof. A. C. Cowperthwait, M. D., 69, Iowa City, Iowa; 
Dr. John C. Budlong, ’63, Providence, R. I.; Dr. Chas. H. Lawton, 
’71, Wilmington, Del.; Drs. Wm. B. Van Lennep, ’80; H. Noah 
Martin, ’65; Isaac G. Smedley, 89: John R. Lee, ’51, and Joseph 
C. Guernsey, '72, Philadelphia, 
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POTASSIUM BICHROMATE. 


Bichromate of Potash in ,} grain doses exerts a specific effect on 
inflammations and ulcerations of the schneiderian membrane of the 
nostrils and frontal sinus. It is perhaps our best remedy in ulcer- 
ative disease of the larynx, and cures aphonia due to chronic inflam- 
mation of the vocal cords. Itis indicated in dyspeptic and nervous 
headache with nausea when the pain is confined to the small spot 
over one eye, at the angle of the forehead, or perhaps in the temple. 
The headache symptoms generally appear or are aggravated in the 
morning, and in the dyspeptic form are worse after eating, though 
there is usually a craving for food. Moreanon. * * * G 





CALCIUM SULPHIDE. ‘ 


Calcium sulphide internally in small doses, and externally as a 
lotion is recommended to prevent suppuration and pitting in small- 
pox and chicken-pox. It will also be found useful in inflammation 
and suppuration of the axillary and inguinal glands, and in catarrh 
of the ductus communis choledochus with icterus and belching up of 
sulphurretted hydrogen yas. It is indicated in headache with a bor- 
ing pain at the root of the nose, and in falling off of the hair in 
blonds—sulphur to supply greater part of coloring matter—after 
/ severe illness or hysterical headache. Furthermore, in styes, pimples 
on the face with pus formation; discharge of pus from the ears; 
waterbrash; the cough of measles, and in consumption before the 
tubercles break down. Dose in this last, 10 grains per day. 





G. 








ews and Miscellany. 





WE arE in receipt of the Fourth Annual Report of the State Board 
of Health of New York from Assemblyman Hawkins. It has 444 
pages and contains much matter of interest. 
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The North American Review for March, has an article on Future 
Retribution, by arch-Deacon F. W. Farrar; another onthe Moral As- 
pects of Vivisection, by Prof. Noah K. Davis, which should be read by 
allinterested in such subjects. Also, articles on Buddhist Charity, by 
Prof. F. Max Miieller; The Revival of Sectionalism, by Murat Hal- 
stead; Mind in Men and Animals, by George John Romaner; The 
Use and Abuse of Titles, by Pres. D. C. Gilman; Speculations in 
Politics, by Judge John A. Jameson, and Railway Land-grants, by 
John W. Johnson. 


One of the handsomest and most unique and original ideas in 
chromo-lithography is the Columbia Valentine, just issued by the 
Pope Manufacturing Co., of Boston, Mass. The design is in twelve 
colors, from a painting by Copeland, of Boston, is mounted on a 
panel, and is a genuine work of picturesque art, representing in the 
three scenic sections, the morning, noon and night of ’cycling. 


A YOUNG woman recently from the Emerald Isle occupies the 
position of a domestic in a mansion in the immediate vicinity of the 
Homeopathic hospital in thiscity. A few days ago a friend called 
upon her, when the following colloquy ensued: 

“And arn't yez homesick, Bridget ?” 

“Homesick, no; why should I be homesick ?” 

“Bein’ away from home and everything so strange-like.” 

“Faix, then it’s the the same as if I was at home I feel. Isn’t the 
fine hospital, the Home O’ Patrick, close on there beyant ?”—Boston 
Courier. 


Dr. APPLEBY, proprietor of the Buffalo Homceopathic Pharmacy, 
has for sale G/uten flour, which is recommended for food for infants 
or a bread flour for nursing mothers. ‘Our Special Diabetic Food ” 
which is for extreme cases of diabetes, is also sold at the same 
place, with directions for using it. Address Homceopathic Pharmacy, 
18 West Eagle Street, Buffalo N. Y. 


Anyone wishing bound volumes of the INvesTIGATOR can procure 
them at this office for $1.50 per volume. Those in arrears will con- 
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fer a favor by sending the amount due. Please commence the year 
out of debt. If you do not please, do it to please us. 

TueE N. Y. State Homeopathic Society met at Albany the second 
week in February. We could not attend, but are informed that the 
meeting was of unusual interest, and well attended. 


Ir wILL be noticed that considerable space is used in this num- 
ber of the INvEsTIGATOR, for the report of the Medical Society of 
Northern New York, and that the papers are full of good reading 
with many new ideas advanced which are of great value. This is a 
flourishing society and has many able men on its list of membership. 
It has been proposed by some to organize a Western Medical Society 
of the state, which, it is hoped, may be consumated. 


WE HAVE a number of very interesting articles left over for want 
of space. They will appear as soon as possible. 


Dr. J. E. A. Batt, Biard, Texas, Aledical Brief, November, 1881, 
reports the case of a negro woman who gave birth to a child at the 
age of sixty. The age of the mother was authenticated by the 
record of ‘her birth, in possession of her former owner. 


EXTRAORDINARY FEecunpity.—According to a paragraph in Za 
France Médicale, a woman, whose name and address are given, was 
several months pregnant when she was seized with colicky pains. 


Attributing them to ordinary causes, she went into her vineyard, and 
was profoundly astonished to discover presently that she had been 
confined. Dr. Watering, of Maregnac, was called to her, and found 
that she had given birth to eight children, perfectly formed: They 
were enclosed in a sac, and had apparently perished from mutual 
pressure during their growth. The mother did well.— Reporter. 


A MIXTURE Of vaseline and mutton tallow, three parts of the former 
to two of the latter, makes a good body for an ointment or supposi- 
tory. It can be made harder or softer by varying the ingredients. 
It dissolves readily and does not become rancid. 





